Mission Speakers …
Looking for speakers to fill the pulpit or for your youth group or UMW/UMM group? Try one of the following:

NE Jurisdiction Mission Interpreter in Residence

· Rev Ron Whitlach is the NE Jurisdiction Mission Interpreter.  Mission interpreters are active missionaries assigned to interpret the work of Global Ministries as it connects the church in mission around the globe Born in Parkersburg, West Virginia, Ron and his wife, Cathy, served as missionaries in Argentina for 15 years.  Contact:  212-870-3536 or minej@umcmission.org. 
· Rev Catherine Whitlach currently serves as missionary in residence at GBGM's headquarters in New York City. She earlier served with her husband, Ron, in Argentina and in Hispanic/Latino ministry in the Iowa Annual Conference.  The missionary in residence represents the presence of the missionary community in all of the work of Global Ministries and is a representative and advocate for the missionaries.  Contact:  cwhitlatch@gbgm-umc.org or 212-870-3536. 

GBGM Missionary
· Michael Airgood, from Kane PA, now serving as a GBGM missionary to Ukraine.

· Skype Michael to speak to youth groups, UMW, or for a church or SS class.
· Contact:  mairgood@tfc.edu 

WPA Missionary – Israel/Palestine

· Tina Whitehead WPA missionary to Israel/Palestine

· Tina will be in WPA for the summer beginning with Annual Conference in June

· Skype with Tina for a presentation

· Tinawhitehead2@hotmail.com 
· Jan Ogden – Individual Volunteer in Mission

· Lay member of Indiana Grace UMC – was an UM Individual Mission volunteer for 3 months in Israel, fall 2011.  Born and raised Jewish, Jan became a believer in her early 20’s.  She’s got pictures and stories to tell about her experience and how her ideas were turned around by her mission.  In one of her emails to me last year, Jan wrote, “I am FINALLY ready to go out and give a presentation on what I saw and experienced in the Holy Land.”  She also could tell about the process of becoming a GBGM Individual Mission Volunteer.   Jan is available to speak after April 10.  
· Contact: 724-388-5569 or jco23@comcast.net.   
WPA Conference Mission/VIM Coordinator

· Diane Miller

· 814-498-2308; diane.miller@wpaumc.org  
· Topics

· VIM and Mission

· Zimbabwe

· Disaster Response
WPA Conference Secretary of Global Ministries 

· Kenneth Haines – Mission
· 814-842-3857   
· Hai7031@windstream.net 

District VIM Coordinators – Each district has 1-3 VIM coordinators to organize projects within the district, mentor VIM Leaders, set up training events, and provide requested information.  Many District Coordinators have specialized training or expertise in specific areas.
· Butler: 
· Dick Craig

· Topics:  Mission Barn; local mission work; Gulf Coast; 12 step programs especially family issues
· 724-652-7314, dick.craig3@gmail.com
· Connellsville: 
· Mark Blair 
· Topic:  Domestic VIM teams
· 814-798-3671, revmrb@live.com 
· Van Walchok 
· Topic:  Domestic VIM teams

· 724-326-8722 – davidwalchock@msn.com
· Erie/Meadville: 
· Bob and Karen Trask, Karen – 814-807-2071, sanksnana@aol.com
       Bob – 814-807-2072, Pidge712@aol.com
· Debbie Hills
· Topic:  ramps and Central American teams for disabilities outreach

· 814-922-7316, deacon.dhills@gmail.com
· Franklin: 
· Bob Reitz

· Topic:  Early Response; Red Cross Options; Haiti

· 814-437-6243, bsreitz@verizon.net
· Greensburg: 
· Emma Smith, 724-622-1613, elsmith4@msn.com
· Indiana: 
· Doug Hilliard

· Topic:  Ramps; Early Response; Disaster Response

· 724-599-7750, dhhilliard@verizon.net
· Larry Buterbaugh

· Topic:  Local outreach; Haiti

· 724-349-2337, buterbaugh.lc.73@verizon.net
· Charles Rumpf
· Topic:  Ramps; Early Response; Disaster Response  

· 814-939-9672, charles.rumpf@gmail.com
· Johnstown: 
· John Gulnac, 814-495-8096, pjgulnac@comcast.net
· Kane: 
· Dara Sterling

· Topic:  Mission u; Medical VIM (Paraguay)

· 814-723-3007, dara.sterling@gmail.com
· Pittsburgh: 
· Fred Watts

· VIM, Ramps, Early Response

· 412-913-3631, fcwatts@verizon.net
· Washington: 
· Rosella Ealy

· Ramps, Disaster Response

· 724-931-5496, rernac@aol.com 
Eastbrook Mission Barn
· Linda Thayer lives at the Eastbrook Mission Barn – actually at the parsonage alongside the barn near New Castle.  Linda is available to speak about the phenomenal mission outreach and growth of the Mission Barn and kit ministry in WPA.  Now an official part of the UMCOR Relief supply network, the Barn is a repository for kits and kit material with a regional mission of building and training to build handicap ramps.  Volunteers and teams visit the Barn to put together and verify kits, to build ramp modules and ramps, and to help modify the structure as more space is needed for kit storage and to host day-time volunteers.  Contact:  lsthayer@gmail.com or (724) 652-1012.
· Bob Falla, Assistant Director of the Eastbrook Mission Barn can also speak about the way the outreach of the Barn has grown – building and training for building ramps; the way the Mission Barn has expanded to meet the needs of volunteers, kit verification, and storage.
  
Early Response/Disaster Response

· Rick Nelson, WPA Disaster Response Co-Coordinator, pastor of White Chapel UMC, and in his final months as Mission Ambassador to Haiti.  Rick is a trainer for Early Response teams in WPA and has started and developed the food outreach ministry of Boaz Fields.  Contact:  rick@nelsonrb.net or (cell) 724-651-6155  
· Calvin Cook

· Topics:  Sager Brown, UMCOR Depot; Disaster Response; Early Response Trainer; Neighbor Helping Neighbor
· Calvin and Gail Cook have led teams to Sager Brown, the UMCOR Depot in Louisiana 
·  814-354-2305; Calvinjcook1@yahoo.com 
  
Zimbabwe – Western Pennsylvania and the Conferences of Zimbabwe have an official Conference to Conferences relationship.  Each district in WPA has chosen a project or outreach ministry to support.   

· Sandra Matoushaya is the WPA Coordinator for the Zimbabwe Partnership.  Sandra can provide up-do-date information about the partnership, district projects, and ways for individuals to be involved.  Contact:  sandra.matoushaya@wpaumc.org.or 724-776-2300, Ext 249. 

· Seven United Methodists from Western Pennsylvania spent six weeks in Zimbabwe living with families last summer in an immersion experience. They’re ready for your invitations to tell their stories.
· Donna Doutt – Butler Dist – 724-732-1043 or donnadoutt@yahoo.com 
· Erik Hoeke – Butler Dist – 724-843-4828 (o) 412-480-7938 (cell) or erik.hoeke@gmail.com 

· Victoria Moody – Erie Meadville Dist – 724-809-1763 or torikirsten@hotmail.com 

· Ruth Ann Varrato – Kane Dist – 814-688-0129 (cell) 814-968-5829 (h) or missionaryruth@yahoo.com 

· Tori Konopasek – Pittsburgh Dist (in Rochester New York for school) – 607-590-6428 or torykono@gmail.com 

· Jessica Speer – Pittsburgh Dist – 724-699-4885 or miggitt@hotmail.com 

· Ruth Sabo – Washington Dist – 412-751-6274 (h) 412-414-7838 (cell) or ruthsabo@verizon.net 

· The Nyadire Connection
· Kimberly Greway
· UM pastor and director of chaplaincy services at the Allegheny County Jail, has been deeply involved with The Nyadire Connection (Zimbabwe) since its inception.  A former Peace Corps worker, Kimberly teaches Shona (one of the primary languages of Zimbabwe) to those wanting to immerse themselves in the culture, and provides orientation for volunteers getting ready to travel to Zimbabwe.  
· Contact:  (412) 341-9833 or kgreway@gmail.com. 
 
· Mary Beth Zollars, 
· Lay member of Christ UMC, Bethel Park, has been deeply involved with The Nyadire Connection (Zimbabwe) since its inception, and is a primary advocate for the Home of Hope Orphanage and Outreach to hundreds of orphans in the Nyadire region.  
· Contact:  (412) 835-1171 or mbzollars@aol.com. 
· Sara Dickey  
· 412-835-6621
· sarich@aol.com
· Drew Harvey  
· VIM Team Leader and Chairperson of The Nyadire Connection

· 412-344-3684 or drewharvey@verizon.net 
· Ben Dempe 

· College student at Allegheny College and the first Nyadire Connection Intern.  Ben spent over 2 months at Nyadire, Zimbabwe, and started a micro lending program – check out his experiences through his blog, www.nyadire.blogspot.com – ask him to speak to your youth group or young adults.  Could be done via Skype.
· 412-302-0780 (cell) or dempeb@allegheny.edu  
· Kathy Surma

· Dental hygienist and leader of teams to Nyadore
· 412-477-2173 or ksurma2008@gmail.com
· Lois Swestyn 
· (Washington Dist pastor involved with pastor support in district surrounding Nyadire

· 724-366-4720 (cell) or lois@swestyn.com 
Bread for the World
· Donna Burkhart
· Erie District 

· 814-866-2781 or dlb4813@roadrunner.com
· Shirley Cooper 

· Butler District

· 724-452-7523 or sacooper@fyi.net  
Colombia

· Rev. David Stains 

· Washing District pastor; leader of VIM teams to Colombia

· 724-627-3856 or clementof@hotmail.com 
Connellsville Community Ministries

· Shelly Auer
· 724-626-1120
· connministries@gmail.com 
Erie United Methodist Alliance
· Cheryl Davis, Executive Director
· 814/456-8073 or cheryld@euma-erie.org
Fair Trade/Equal Exchange

· Renee Greenlee (Hot Metal Bridge Faith Community) – photographer 

· November 2011 trip to Nicaragua to document the story of Fair Trade producers.  Lived with a coop member and worked alongside farmers to harvest coffee.

· greenlee.renee@gmail.com
German Partnership

· Rev. Joseph Stains
· Topics:  German Partnership annual VIM trips; English Camp for WPA youth, allowing German youth to practice their English with WPA youth
· 724-479-3741 (h); 724-479-2015 (o) or Hcumc1@winbeam.com
Native American Issues and Ministry

· Rev. Mary Jane Fullerton
· nowayhere8@aol.com 

Nicaragua
· Richard and Mary Schall              

· (814) 755-4908 or rmschall@csonline.net
Paraguay

· Rev. David Stains 
· 814-362-8812
· clementof@hotmail.com 
· Mark and Johanna Waltz

· (814) 833-6779 or mwaltz2@roadrunner.com
Prison Outreach Ministry
· Randy Datsko   (Randy also speaks on CUBA)
· 814-659-7562
· datsus@jhu.edu 
Ramp Ministry – Ministry/Mission connecting to Handicap Accessibility

· Deborah Hills 
· Erie Meadville District ramp ministry; disability outreach, Central America
· 814-922-7316 (h) or deacon.dhills@gmail.com 
· Nelson Thayer

· Director of the Eastbrook Mission Barn; Mentors and trains ramp builders
· 724-462-4090 or thayntt@comcast.net 

Russia Initiative
· Rev. John Flower 

· 724-238-2627 (o)
· jflower5@verizon.net
· Rev. Stephanie Gottschalk
· 412-921-1432 (o) 
· revgottschalk@gmail.com  
Sudan and East Africa 
· Nancy Denardo

· 412-780-8636

· ndenrn1@comcast.net
· Rev. Walt Patton

· 412-672-0213
· waltpatton@comcast.net 
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